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MEET SOME OF OUR RETIREES

   THEYProtect
                 OUR Communities

Police dogs are known for their 
incredible working ability, their desire to 
cooperate with their handlers, and, in 
some cases, their tenacity in fighting 

criminals. Some police dogs are 
single-purpose; they have one task they 

perform. Others are dual-purpose; they are 
trained to perform a variety of tasks. But 

what exactly do police dogs do?

A P P R E H E N S I O N
These dogs are trained to bite 

dangerous suspects and hold them 
hostage. In many situations, they are the 
first ones to put their lives on the line and 

go in against an armed suspect to protect 
their human partners. 

D E T E C T I O N
These dogs are taught to detect 

various drugs, explosives, accelerants 
(when investigating arson), and other 

crime scene evidence. 

S E A R C H  A N D  R E S C U E
These dogs are trained to find living 

victims and the remains of deceased 
humans whether it’s someone who has 

been kidnapped or a missing person who 
has gotten lost after a devastating 

explosion, earthquake, or other disaster. 

THEYDeserve OUR Support
Follow us on ...

www.K9PD.org

Scan here to visit
our website

Supporting Virginia’s
Retired Law Enforcement K-9s



DONATE TODAY

WHO WE ARE
Virginia Police K-9 Association was founded in 
2019 by local community members in partner-
ship with Chesterfield County Police K-9 officers. 
We support the health and welfare of retired police 
K-9s that served the citizens of Virginia. 

WHAT WE DO
We provide food, medication, and veterinary 
services to Virginia’s retired police K-9s to ensure 
they enjoy the safe, healthy, and comfortable 
retirement they’ve earned in exchange for their 
service.

VIRGINIA POLICE K-9 ASSOCIATION IS A 501(C)(3) 
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION. EIN 83-3607245

•	 The average working career of a police dog is 7 years.

•	 Most police dogs retire around the age of 10.

•	 At any given time, there are an estimated 300 living 
retired police  K-9s that served in Virginia.

•	 The average life of a police dog in retirement is            
3 – 5 years.

•	 These dogs suffer from work-related problems such 
as arthritis, separation anxiety, and PTSD, and they 
often require pain management.

•	 Approximately 40% of the lifetime veterinary expenses 
for police dogs occur in the last 2 years of their lives.

•	 Veterinary costs alone incurred in the last 2 years of 
life of a retired police dog can exceed $10,000.

•	 The government classifies police K-9s as equipment.

•	 Prior to the year 2000, most police dogs were            
euthanized upon  retirement. 

•	 Today, when a police dog retires, it’s typically          
purchased by its handler from the agency in which      
it served.

•	 The government provides no support for food,      
veterinary care, medication or housing for a police  
dog after retirement.

Every level of giving helps to support these 
deserving retired public servants.

	 $5	 One can of prescription dog food

	 $15	 Rabies protection for three years

	 $35	 Annual vaccinations

	 $50	 Pain and joint medications for one month

	 $75	 One bag of high-quality dry dog food

	 $100	 Annual senior-dog wellness exam

	 $150	 Heart worm prevention for one year

	 $200	 Flea & tick prevention for one year

	$1,500	 Veterinary care for one year

	$6,000	 Veterinary care and food for retirement

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCEVIRGINIA POLICE K-9 ASSOCIATION

DID YOU KNOW ...

You can make a tax-deductible donation 
online now or scan our QR code!

www.K9PD.org


